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THE LEARNER
INSPIRING LIFELONG LEARNING FOR ALL

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter! “The Learner” will be produced quarterly, keeping you up to date with our
latest news, resources, and learning opportunities. 2019/ 2020 was a significant year for us as we celebrated our 35th
Anniversary. This year we saw a range of new initiatives including our 35th Anniversary Celebration event, achieving
charitable status, establishing a CELPIP Language Testing Center and developing several new programs through
partnerships with our funders. We look forward to finding new ways we can help you achieve your personal goals and will
be introducing several new programs in the upcoming months. “The Learner” will be our connection with you as we share
opportunities and you share your successes.

Darrell Wiens

GRANDE PRAIRIE COUNCIL FOR LIFELONG LEARNING CELEBRATES
35 YEARS IN THE COMMUNITY
Learners' Stories

On Friday, June 14, 2019, the Grande Prairie Council for Lifelong Learning held its 35th Anniversary
Celebration of Success at the Montrose Cultural Centre. The event marked 35 years of the Council’s
provision of foundational learning, English language, and adult learning programming for individuals
and families in Grande Prairie. The event was also used to acknowledge some hardworking learners.
The theme was Lifelong Learning in a Changing World, the Role of Community Organizations. The
keynote speaker, Tracey Vavrek, CEO of the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta
emphasized the importance of strengthening community by increasing the sense of belonging. She
also encouraged all to embrace lifelong learning to help adapt to the changes that evolve. Fourteen
(14) learners received awards, including an overall Love of Learning Award (LOLA) which was given to
the learner who had enrolled in the most programs in previous years. The program brought together
City of Grande Prairie council members, present and past learners and their families, partner

‘’I joined the Basic
Computer Class and
learned valuable
skills for life. Now, I can
handle all the computer
related aspects of my
business – Grace Tropical
Food Market.’’
- Grace N. (Basic Computer
Skills, Spring 2019)
‘’I had no education, but
through the classroom
and volunteer courses,
I’m now doing my English
CLB level 8. Now I can
read, write and speak
well. I can do things I
couldn’t do before.’’
- Joyce N. (ESL Intermediate
Learner, Fall 2019.)

organizations and the general public. Eastlink Community TV covered the entire event.

"Everyone can read so there can’t be a literacy problem."
Did you know that 1 in 5 adult Albertans face daily literacy and numeracy challenges? Being literate goes
beyond just reading and writing. It is about being able to understand and use what you have read to solve
problems and perform tasks in daily life. We use literacy every day from making grocery lists and reading
prescriptions for medications, to filling out job applications and using email. Not being able to do these
things can affect both economic and social well-being.
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Literacy
Myth

THE LEARNER
HOW DO I PREPARE FOR THE CELPIP TEST?
WHAT IS CELPIP?

Grande Prairie Council for Lifelong Learning does offer a CELPIP

CELPIP stands for the Canadian English Language Proficiency Index
Program. It is a general English language proficiency test. It assesses
a test taker’s English abilities in a variety of everyday situations. The
CELPIP-General is officially designated for permanent residence
applications by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
and is also accepted for professional designations. The CELPIP-LS is
officially designated for citizenship applications by IRCC and is also
accepted for professional designations.
IS THE CELPIP TEST OFFERED IN GRANDE PRAIRIE?

Prep Class. Call 780-539-6077 to learn more.
HOW DO I REGISTER FOR A TEST?
You can register for a test online at https://www.celpip.ca/. Start
by creating a CELPIP account by clicking the “Sign In” link at the
top of the page. This will take you to a link where you can create
your account. It is important to know that you must register ahead
of time as you cannot register at the testing site.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

Yes, it is! Grande Prairie Council for Lifelong Learning has partnered
with Paragon Testing Enterprises to open a CELPIP Testing Centre
here in Grande Prairie. It is located at #100-9909 102 Street (214
Place on the bottom floor of the North Tower).

The CELPIP-General includes four sections: reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. The CELPIP-LS only includes the listening
and speaking portions.

GRANDE PRAIRIE COUNCIL FOR LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMS:
English Language
Courses & Testing:
Everyday English

Testing Prep Courses:

Family Literacy Programs:

CELPIP Prep Class

International Learn & Play Groups

IELTS Prep Class

Let Loose with Mother Goose

Volunteer Tutoring
CELPIP Testing
CLB Testing

Adult Learning Courses:
Basic Computer Skills
GED Prep Class
Basic Life Skills for PDDs

Looking for more information
or to register?
Check out our website:
www.gpcll.com

NEW PROGRAMS IN FALL 2020:

Follow us on Facebook:

Ready to Launch: Language and Entrepreneurship

Grande Prairie Council for Lifelong Learning

Training for Newcomers

Give us a call: 780-539-6077

Employment Awareness Training (EAT)
for Newcomers

